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Subedar of Malwa. He and his cousin, Daya Bahadur, were
killed in 1730, and the Marathas had gained complete control
of the province. The Peshwa had made the grant of twelve
Mahals to Malhar Rao Holkar, and thirty-three to Udaji
Puar. In 1731 Baji Rao wrote to Malhar Rao Holkar to take
over charge of the whole province of Malwa from which he
and Ranoji Sindhia were directed to collect tribute. They
are said to have pledged themselves to the Peshwa to pay
one lakh and five thousand rupees in the first year, one lakh
and ten thousand in the second, and one lakh and.twenty-
five thousand in the third and future years to the central
Government at Poona, and to divide the remainder equally
among themselves.1

In his great anxiety the Emperor appointed Muhammad
Khan Bangash, Nawab of Farrukhabad and Subedar of
Allahabad, to take over charge of Malwa and stay the tide
of Maratha aggression.2

Muhammad Khan Bangash proceeded towards Malwa via

1 Malcolm, Central India, vol. I, p. 148.

2 Muhammad Khan. Bangash was the son of Muhammad *Ain Khan who
quitted his native country on the frontier of India in the reign of Aurangzlb,
and came to Mau Rashidabad (now known as Kaimganj, in the Farrukhabad
district). He married in Mau and had two sons, Himmat Khan and Muhammad
Khan. The latter made a name in history. He was born in 1665, and died in
1743. At the age of twenty-one he took service with Yasin Khan Bangash, a
leader of the Pathans of Mau and took part in the campaigns of Bundelkhand.
After the death of Yasin Khan, his maternal uncle Shadi Khan Bangash became
the leader of the Pathans of Mau. Muhammad Khan quarrelled with him and
left his service with seventeen followers. He gathered a large number of troops
round his banner and started expeditions in Central India. When Farrukhsiyar
marched from Bengal to contest the throne, he asked for Muhammad Khan's help.
After Farrukhsiyar's victory, he was raised to the rank of 5,000 zat, 5,000 horse.
He named his seat of Government after the name of his Imperial Master. Later
he became a favourite of the Emperor Muhammad Shah whom he joined against
Qutbu'1-Mulk and was raised to 7,000 zat, 7,000 horse. He obtained the Govern-
ment of Allahabad in 1720. As the Mughal territories in Bundelkhand lay within
the limits of his province, he appointed his disciple (chela) Diler Khan for the
administration of that part of the country. Diler Khan was slain in a battle in
1721  and Ghattarsal became the supreme master of Bundelkhand. Muhammad
Khan Bangash was about to start for an expedition into Bundelkhand when
he was recalled to court in 1724. The defeat and death of Mubariz Khan and
the establishment of Nizamu'l-Mulk's sway in the Deccan had alarmed the
Emperor beyond measure. He did not want Muhammad Khan to leave the
capital at that time. During Muhammad Khan's absence Ghattarsal renewed
his depredations in the Mughal territory to the borders of Patna. In 1726,
Muhammad Khan Bangash led an expedition into the heart of Bundelkhand
and occupied many fortresses. The seige of Jaipur was prolonged but at length
Chattarsal offered submission in 1728. The irony of the situation is that instead
of getting any help from the Central Government, the Amiru'1-Umara's party
urged the Bundelas to resume hostilities. In 1729, Baji Rao, who was campaign-